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COMPONENTS OF SOCIAL THEORY

» Concepts

> An abstraction from observed events: Seltiz et. al.

» Possible/imagined properties of things, people or events:
Dooley

» First order concepts & Second order concepts (constructs)

» Operationalization of concepts
» Variable



COMPONENTS OF SOCIAL THEORY

» Propositions

»> A theoretical statement that specifies the connection
between two or more variables: Turner

> Univariate
> Bi-variate

> Multi-variate



THEORY BUILDING

INDUCTIVE & DEDUCTIVE

¢ Inductive approach starts with the observations and
theories are proposed towards the end of the research
process.

“* Inductive research “involves the search for pattern from
observation and the development of explanations —
theories — for those patterns..”.

GatherData — Look for Patterms 5 Develop Theory

Specific level of focus Analysis General level of focus




THEORY BUILDING

INDUCTIVE & DEDUCTIVE

Theorize/Hypothesize ___ 3 AnalyzeData ____ 5 Hypotheses Supported or Not

General level of focus Analysis Specific level of focus



THEORY BUILDING

INDUCTIVE & DEDUCTIVE

Top-down

DEDUCTIVE
Theory

Hypothesis

Observation

Confirmation/
Rejection

Tentative
hypothesis

Pattern

Observation



THEORY BUILDING
INDUCTIVE & DEDUCTIVE
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O&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxgFwoTCKDagcG
e2esCFOAAAAAJAAAAABAQ
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ROLE OF THEORY IN SOCIAL RESEARCH

Figure 1.1

The BbAain Srtasces of the HResearch Process
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ROLE OF RESEARCH IN THEORY

Emergence of concepts
& theory

Revision & modification
of existing theories

Operationalization of
concepts




INTERRELATIONSHIP OF THEORY AND RESEARCH
The Research Wheel
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